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T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  h o l y  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a p p l e  p i e s  t o g e t h e r.
S o m e  h a n d s  p e e l  a p p l e s .  O t h e r s  r o l l  d o u g h ,  m e a s u r e  s p i c e s ,

o r  w a s h  d i s h e s .  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  u n f o l d  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  w o r k ,
a n d  l a u g h t e r  b e c o m e s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c i p e.  O u r  a n n u a l

t r a d i t i o n  g i v e s  u s  t i m e  t o  r e c o n n e c t  a n d  a  s h a r e d  p u r p o s e
t h a t  b r i n g s  u s  c l o s e r.

E a c h  t a s k  m a t t e r s .  A  f i n i s h e d  p i e  h o l d s  t h e  c a r e  o f  m a n y
h a n d s ,  m u c h  l i k e  o u r  c h u r c h  h o l d s  t h e  g i f t s  o f  m a n y  p e o p l e .

A r o u n d  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e s ,  w e  p r a c t i c e  b e i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f
C h r i s t :  m a k i n g  r o o m ,  h e l p i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r,  a n d  o f f e r i n g  w h a t

w e  c a n .
J e s u s  t a u g h t  u s  t o  p r a y,  “ G i v e  u s  t h i s  d a y  o u r  d a i l y  b r e a d ”
( M a t t h e w  6 : 1 1 ) .  T h a t  l i t t l e  w o r d  o u r  h o l d s  u s  t o g e t h e r.  W e
b r i n g  o u r  h u n g e r  b e f o r e  G o d  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  h u n g e r  o f  o u r
n e i g h b o r s— f o r  f o o d ,  f r i e n d s h i p,  c o m f o r t ,  a n d  b e l o n g i n g .

A s  o u r  a p p l e  p i e s  f i n d  t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y,  t h e y
c a r r y  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h a t  s h a r e d  c a r e .  A n d  t h o s e  w h o  m a k e

t h e m  r e c e i v e  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  t o o :  t h e  j o y  o f  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r
a n d  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  w e  b e l o n g .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y  h a n d  t h a t  h e l p s .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  b e l o v e d
t r a d i t i o n ,  m a y  G o d  f e e d  o u r  s o u l s  a n d  m a k e  o u r  f e l l o w s h i p  a

b l e s s i n g  t o  o t h e r s .  S e e  y o u  S a t u r d a y  a t  9  A M . !



This Week At CUMC

N O V E M B E R  1 5              W O R S H I P ,  1 0 : 0 0  A . M .
N O V E M B E R  1 5              S A F E T Y  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T I N G ,  F O L L O W I N G  W O R S H I P
N O V E M B E R  1 6              A D V E N T  B I B L E  S T U D Y ,  6 : 0 0  P . M .
N O V E M B E R  1 7              B O O K L E T T E S ,  7 : 0 0  P . M .    
N O V E M B E R  1 8              J U B I L A T E  B E L L S ,  6 : 3 0  P . M .
N O V E M B E R  1 8              C H O I R  R E H E A R S A L ,  7 : 3 0  P . M .

F I N D  O U T  M O R E

Our Church Family Celebrations:
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N O V E M B E R  1 5       C O L I N  B O G R E T T E
N O V E M B E R  1 5       C Y N T H I A  D E C K E R
N O V E M B E R  1 7       J O S E P H  O N D R I E Z E K
N O V E M B E R  1 7       D R E W  S P A L D I N G
N O V E M B E R  2 1       L E X I  F E R R A I O L O



Usher: Joe Driscoll Visual Arts Creator: Mara Weed

Ambassadoor: Jim Jackson Visual Arts Engineer: Mark Gilleylen

Fellowship: Elaine Lau Livestream Tech: Natalie Missakian

Promise Kids: Kris Grant, Brian Sullivan Prayer Cards: Ginny Ludwig

Nursery (0-5): Farai Grant Member Outreach: Carolyn Kelly

Counters: Leean Spalding, Elaine Lau Lector:  Sue Trumbo

T h e  S a f e t y  Ta s k  F o r c e  w i l l  b e  m e e t i n g  o n  S u n d a y,  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,
f o l l o w i n g  w o r s h i p  i n  t h e  Fa i t h f u l  T h o m a s  R o o m .  

t h

Volunteers for Worship 11/15:
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B O O K L E T T E S :
T h e  B o o k l e t t e s  w i l l  b e  m e e t i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y,  N o v e m b e r  17 ,  a t
7 : 0 0  p. m .  i n  t h e  Fa i t h f u l  T h o m a s  R o o m .   T h e y  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s i n g
t h e  b o o k ,  A  M a r r i a g e  a t  S e a .

t h

A P P L E  P I E S :  
T h e  a p p l e  p i e s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  T O M O R R O W,  S a t u r d a y,  N o v e m b e r
1 4 t h ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  9 : 0 0  a . m .  A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n .  P i e s  w i l l
b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p i c k- u p  f o l l o w i n g  w o r s h i p  o n  S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r  1 5 .   P l e a s e  s e e  D o t  M a t t s o n  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  t h

S A F E T Y  T A S K  F O R C E  M E E T I N G :

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  r e t u r n  y o u r  2 0 2 7  p l e d g e  c a r d  b y  T H I S
S u n d a y,  N o v e m b e r  1 5 t h .  A s  o u r  s t e w a r d s h i p  c a m p a i g n  c o m e s  t o
a n  e n d ,  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  p r a y e r f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  h o w  y o u  c a n
s u p p o r t  t h e  m i s s i o n  a n d  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  o u r  c h u r c h  t h r o u g h  y o u r
t i m e,  t a l e n t s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t .

S T E W A R D S H I P  C A M P A I G N :



M U S I C  M E S S A G E :  

4

“ S t e p  b y  S t e p,”  a n d  “ L e a n i n g  o n  t h e  E v e r l a s t i n g  A r m s .”  “ S t e p
b y  S t e p ”  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  p a s t o r  a n d  m i s s i o n a r y  l e a d e r  A .  B .
S i m p s o n  a s  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w  c l o s e l y  i n  J e s u s ’  f o o t s t e p s ,
o n e  d a y  a t  a  t i m e.  W e  w i l l  s i n g  v e r s e s  1 ,  2 ,  a n d  4 .

“ L e a n i n g  o n  t h e  E v e r l a s t i n g  A r m s ”  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y
D e u t e r o n o m y  3 3 : 2 7 :  “ T h e  e t e r n a l  G o d  i s  y o u r  r e f u g e,  a n d
u n d e r n e a t h  a r e  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  a r m s .”  A f t e r  t w o  f o r m e r
s t u d e n t s  l o s t  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  m u s i c  t e a c h e r  A n t h o n y  S h o w a l t e r
f o u n d  c o m f o r t  i n  t h i s  v e r s e  a n d  c r e a t e d  t h e  r e f r a i n ;  E l i s h a
H o f f m a n  t h e n  w r o t e  t h e  v e r s e s .  W e  w i l l  s i n g  v e r s e  2 ,  w h i c h
s p e a k s  o f  p e a c e  a l o n g  l i f e ’s  p i l g r i m  w a y.

To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  h y m n s  c o n n e c t  b e a u t i f u l l y  w i t h  o u r  N o v e m b e r
t h e m e,  “ M a d e  f o r  a  P u r p o s e .”  W e  m a y  n o t  s e e  G o d ’s  e n t i r e
p u r p o s e  f o r  o u r  l i v e s  a t  o n c e,  b u t  w e  c a n  w a l k  w i t h  J e s u s  s t e p
b y  s t e p — t r u s t i n g  t h a t  G o d ’s  e v e r l a s t i n g  a r m s  w i l l  s u p p o r t  u s
a l o n g  t h e  w a y.

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  k i d s  c o a t  c o l l e c t i o n .  Yo u r
g e n e r o s i t y  i s  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d !

R e m i n d e r :  B r i n g  c o a t s  b y  T H I S  S U N D AY,  N o v e m b e r  1 5 t h .

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O A T  C O L L E C T I O N :

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  F e l l o w s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g  o n  S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r  2 9 ,  f o l l o w i n g  w o r s h i p  i n  t h e  Fa i t h f u l  T h o m a s
R o o m .  

t h

F E L L O W S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G :

S a m a r i t a n ' s  P u r s e  s e n d s  g i f t- f i l l e d  O p e r a t i o n  C h r i s t m a s  C h i l d
s h o e b o x e s  t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e
m e s s a g e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T h e r e  a r e  b o x e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  n a r t h e x ,
i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  m i n i s t r y.  B e f o r e  t a k i n g  a  b o x ,
p l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  h o w  t o  f i l l  t h e
b o x e s  &  w h a t  n o t  t o  i n c l u d e.  B o x e s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d  b y  S u n ,
N o v  2 2 n d  w i t h  $ 1 0  f o r  s h i p p i n g  ( a t t a c h  e n v e l o p e  w i t h  c a s h  t o
o u t s i d e  o f  b o x ) .  B o x e s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  d r o p  o f f  l o c a t i o n  o n
N o v  2 2 n d ,  s o  w e  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  a n y  l a t e  b o x e s .

G o  t o :  h t t p : //w w w. s a m a r i t a n s p u r s e .o r g /  f o r  m o r e  i n f o,  i n c l u d i n g
h o w  t o  t r a c k  y o u r  b o x  t o  s e e  w h e r e  i t  e n d s  u p.  

O P E R A T I O N  C H R I S T M A S  C H I L D :

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/


P R O M I S E  K I D S  U P D A T E :

5

A s  t h e  f a l l  s p o r t s  s e a s o n  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ,  s o m e  o f  o u r  y o u n g
a t h l e t e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l  S u n d a y s  a t  c h u r c h .
T h e  c h i l d r e n  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p l o r e  G o d ’s  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e i r  e v e r y d a y
l i v e s  a n d  d i s c o v e r  w a y s  t h e y  c a n  s e r v e  o u r  c h u r c h  f a m i l y.
T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  a  s o n g  t o  s i n g  w i t h  t h e  c h o i r  o n
T h a n k s g i v i n g  S u n d a y,  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  t h e m  s h a r e
t h e i r  g i f t s !  O n  t h a t  s a m e  S u n d a y,  1 6  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r
f i r s t  B i b l e s .
W e  i n v i t e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  h e l p  p r o v i d e  t h e s e
B i b l e s  a s  m e a n i n g f u l  g i f t s .  Yo u r  g e n e r o s i t y  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  o u r
c h i l d r e n  t o  g r o w  i n  f a i t h  a n d  c h e r i s h  G o d ’s  W o r d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s
t o  c o m e.
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e  f a i t h  j o u r n e y  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n !

S AV E  T H E  D AT E  F O R :  

M E D I A  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E :  

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  t h e  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y  h a s  c o m p l e t e d
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  v i d e o  p r o j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " L i v e  L i k e
J e s u s "  s e r m o n  s e r i e s  v i d e o  i n  O c t o b e r,  t h e  " P u r p o s e "  s e r m o n
s e r i e s  v i d e o  i n  N o v e m b e r,  a n d  t h e  P r o m i s e  K i d s  p r o m o t i o n a l
v i d e o.  T h e  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y  a l s o  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c a p t u r e
f o o t a g e  f r o m  o u r  Tr u n k- o r -Tr e a t  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t ,  h e l p i n g
p r e s e r v e  a n d  s h a r e  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h .  

L o o k i n g  a h e a d ,  C o l e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f i l m i n g  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
e v e n t s  t o  b u i l d  a  l i b r a r y  o f  p h o t o s  a n d  v i d e o  c o n t e n t  t h a t  c a n
b e  u s e d  f o r  f u t u r e  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  c h u r c h
w e b s i t e ,  o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  a  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  e v e n t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  c a p t u r e d  b y
t h e  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y,  p l e a s e  e m a i l
c o l e @ t a c t i c a l f o c u s m e d i a .c o m

mailto:cole@tacticalfocusmedia.com
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A D V E N T  B I B L E  S T U D Y :  C H R I S T M A S  I S  N O T  Y O U R  B I R T H D AY :

T h e  A d v e n t  B i b l e  S t u d y,  “ C h r i s t m a s  i s
N o t  Yo u r  B i r t h d a y,”   w i l l  b e g i n  t h i s
M o n d a y,  N o v e m b e r  1 6  a t  6 : 0 0  p. m .  A n d
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  m e e t i n g  o n  M o n d a y s
t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  2 1 s t .  

t h

B l e s s i n g  B a g s  a r e  b a g s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  k e e p  i n  y o u r  c a r  s o  t h a t
w h e n  y o u  s e e  s o m e o n e  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  o u t  t h a t  i s  a s k i n g  f o r
h e l p,  y o u  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  u s e f u l  ( i n s t e a d  o f  c a s h )  t h a t  y o u  c a n
g i v e  t h e m .  T h e  b a g s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  s n a c k s  &  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h a t
m a y  b e  u s e f u l ,  l i k e  n a i l  c l i p p e r s ,  b a n d - a i d s ,  t i s s u e s ,  e t c .
S u n ,  N o v  1 5 -  S u n ,  N o v  2 9 t h :  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o n a t e ,  p l e a s e
l e a v e  y o u r  i t e m s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  b i n  i n  t h e  n a r t h e x .

I t e m s  n e e d e d :  w a r m  s o c k s ,  w i p e s ,  t i s s u e s ,  w a t e r,  s n a c k s  ( s t a y
a w a y  f r o m  c h o c o l a t e  &  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  h a r d  t o  c h e w ) ,  b a n d -
a i d s ,  n a i l  c l i p p e r s .
* O t h e r  g o o d  i t e m s  t o  u s e :  g l o v e s ,  s m a l l  n o t e p a d s /p e n ,  l i p  b a l m ,
d e o d o r a n t ,  d i s p o s a b l e  r a z o r s ,  m u l t i - t o o l s ,  m o i s t u r i z e r,
i n d i v i d u a l  p a c k s  o f  Ty l e n o l /A d v i l ,  d r y  s h a m p o o,  h a n d  l o t i o n .

* * W e  a l r e a d y  h a v e  l o t s  o f  t o o t h b r u s h e s / t o o t h p a s t e  &  Z i p l o c k
b a g s .

C O L L E C T I N G  F O R  B L E S S I N G  B A G S :

C H E S H I R E  C R E A T I O N  C A R E  E V E N T :
C h e s h i r e  C r e a t i o n  C a r e  ( C C C )  w i l l  b e  h o s t i n g  a  t a l k  o n
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  a n d  a  Pa t h  t o  a  S u s t a i n a b l e  F u t u r e :  W h e r e
w e  a r e  a n d  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  h o p e  b y  P r o f e s s o r  D a n  E s t y,
H i l l h o u s e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w  a n d  Po l i c y,  Ya l e
U n i v e r s i t y.
W h e r e :  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  o f  C h e s h i r e
W h e n :  D e c e m b e r  7,  2 0 2 6
C o s t :  F r e e  A d m i s s i o n

A l l  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .  P l e a s e  s e e  S t e v e  Tr u m b o  f o r
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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C h e s h i r e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h

o f f i c e @ c h e s h i r e u m c .c o m
Pa s t o r  S t e v e  K i m  2 03 -2 3 1- 9 03 7

2 0 5  A c a d e m y  R d .  C h e s h i r e ,  C T  0 6 4 10
2 03 -2 7 2 - 4 3 2 3

P l e a s e  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  F r i d a y s  a r e  t h e  Pa s t o r ’s  S a b b a t h .
U n l e s s  i t ’s  a  p a s t o r a l  e m e r g e n c y,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  a t
2 03 -2 7 2 - 4 6 2 6  o r  e m a i l  o f f i c e @ c h e s h i r e u m c .c o m  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e
a d d r e s s e d  A S A P.  T h a n k  y o u !  

I t ' s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  A d v e n t  i s  a l m o s t  h e r e !  A s  w e  b e g i n
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n ,  s i g n - u p  s h e e t s  f o r  A d v e n t  C a n d l e
L i g h t i n g  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  L e s s o n  R e a d i n g s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e
o n  t h e  t a b l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .

W h e t h e r  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  l i g h t  a  c a n d l e ,  r e a d  S c r i p t u r e ,  o r
p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  a  f a m i l y ,  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s i g n  u p  a n d  h e l p  m a k e
o u r  A d v e n t  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d
w e l c o m i n g  f o r  a l l .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  w h i c h  d a t e  o r  t i m e  w o u l d
w o r k  b e s t  f o r  y o u .

A D V E N T  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S :
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	From the Pastor:
	There is something holy about making apple pies together. Some hands peel apples. Others roll dough, measure spices, or wash dishes. Conversations unfold alongside the work, and laughter becomes part of the recipe. Our annual tradition gives us time to reconnect and a shared purpose that brings us closer.
	Each task matters. A finished pie holds the care of many hands, much like our church holds the gifts of many people. Around the kitchen tables, we practice being the body of Christ: making room, helping one another, and offering what we can.
	Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). That little word our holds us together. We bring our hunger before God alongside the hunger of our neighbors—for food, friendship, comfort, and belonging.
	As our apple pies find their way into the community, they carry something of that shared care. And those who make them receive nourishment, too: the joy of working together and remembering that we belong.
	Thank you to every hand that helps. Through this beloved tradition, may God feed our souls and make our fellowship a blessing to others. See you Saturday at 9 AM.!


	This Week At CUMC
	NOVEMBER 15             WORSHIP, 10:00 A.M.
	NOVEMBER 15             SAFETY TASK FORCE MEETING, FOLLOWING WORSHIP
	NOVEMBER 16             ADVENT BIBLE STUDY, 6:00 P.M.
	NOVEMBER 17             BOOKLETTES, 7:00 P.M.
	NOVEMBER 18             JUBILATE BELLS, 6:30 P.M.
	NOVEMBER 18             CHOIR REHEARSAL, 7:30 P.M.

	Our Church Family Celebrations:
	NOVEMBER 15      COLIN BOGRETTE
	NOVEMBER 15      CYNTHIA DECKER
	NOVEMBER 17      JOSEPH ONDRIEZEK
	NOVEMBER 17      DREW SPALDING
	NOVEMBER 21      LEXI FERRAIOLO

	Volunteers for Worship 11/15:
	SAFETY TASK FORCE MEETING:
	BOOKLETTES:
	APPLE PIES:
	STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:


