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F a i t h  i n  t h e  M i d s t  o f  U n a n s w e r e d  Q u e s t i o n s

D e a r  B e l o v e d  C o m m u n i t y,
N o b e l  P r i z e – w i n n i n g  p o e t  A n n e  C a r s o n  o f f e r s  a n  u n s e t t l i n g  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t  i n  h e r  p o e m  “ B o o k  o f
I s a i a h ,  P a r t  I . ”  H e r  I s a i a h  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n g e r ,  p a i n ,  a n d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  h e a r  G o d .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h

G o d  i s  f u l l  o f  t e n s i o n  a n d  l o n g i n g .  T h i s  p o r t r a y a l  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  o u r  o w n :  D o e s
b e l i e v i n g  r e q u i r e  u s  t o  k n o w  a l l  t h e  a n s w e r s ?

T h e r e  a r e  m o m e n t s  w h e n  w e  w i s h  f a i t h  c o u l d  e x p l a i n  e v e r y t h i n g — w h y  t r a g e d y  h a p p e n s ,  w h y  s o m e o n e
w e  l o v e  s u f f e r s ,  o r  w h y  o u r  p r a y e r s  s e e m  t o  m e e t  s i l e n c e .  Ye t  f a i t h  c a n  l i v e  a l o n g s i d e  u n a n s w e r e d

q u e s t i o n s .  W e  c a n  b r i n g  o u r  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n g e r ,  a n d  s o r r o w  i n t o  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .  S o m e t i m e s
t h e  m o s t  h o n e s t  p r a y e r  w e  c a n  o f f e r  i s ,  “ L o r d ,  I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .  P l e a s e  s t a y  n e a r . ”

I n  I s a i a h ,  w e  h e a r  t h i s  p r o m i s e :  “ W h e n  y o u  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a t e r s ,  I  w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u . ”  ( I s a i a h  4 3 : 2 ,
N R S V U E )  T h e s e  w o r d s  g i v e  u s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  h o l d  a s  w e  f a c e  w h a t  w e  c a n n o t  e x p l a i n :  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f

G o d ’ s  p r e s e n c e .
T h i s  w e e k ,  I  a s k  o u r  c h u r c h  f a m i l y  t o  s u r r o u n d  a  f a m i l y  e n d u r i n g  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  l o s s  f o l l o w i n g  a  t r a g i c

c a r  a c c i d e n t .  A  f a t h e r  i s  g r i e v i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  w h i l e  h i s  w i f e  r e m a i n s  i n  a  c o m a .  O u t  o f
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  p r i v a c y,  w e  w i l l  k e e p  t h e i r  n a m e s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  P l e a s e  h o l d  t h e m  f a i t h f u l l y  i n

y o u r  p r a y e r s .
P r a y  f o r  t h i s  f a t h e r  a s  h e  c a r r i e s  g r i e f  f o r  h i s  d a u g h t e r  a n d  f e a r  f o r  h i s  w i f e .  P r a y  f o r  h i s  w i f e ’ s  h e a l i n g
a n d  r e c o v e r y,  a n d  f o r  w i s d o m  a n d  s t e a d i n e s s  f o r  t h o s e  c a r i n g  f o r  h e r .  P r a y  f o r  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s  a n d  f o r

p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  o f f e r  p a t i e n t  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  h e l p  i n  t h e  d a y s  a h e a d .
A s  a  c h u r c h ,  w e  c a n  h e l p  c a r r y  s o r r o w  t h a t  i s  t o o  h e a v y  f o r  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  b e a r  a l o n e .  W e  c a n  k e e p

p r a y i n g  w h e n  w o r d s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  W e  c a n  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  t e a r s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  G o d
r e c e i v e s  t h e m  w i t h  l o v e .

L e t  u s  p r a y :
L o v i n g  F a t h e r ,  d r a w  n e a r  t o  t h i s  f a m i l y.  H o l d  t h i s  g r i e v i n g  f a t h e r  t e n d e r l y  a s  h e  m o u r n s  h i s  d a u g h t e r

a n d  w a i t s  b e s i d e  h i s  w i f e .  B r i n g  h e a l i n g  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  g u i d e  h e r  m e d i c a l  t e a m ,  a n d  s u r r o u n d  t h e i r  l o v e d
o n e s  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  c a r e .  R e c e i v e  t h e i r  s o r r o w,  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e r y  p r a y e r  t h a t  h a s  n o

w o r d s .  Te a c h  u s  t o  l o v e  t h e m  f a i t h f u l l y  a n d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e m  i n  t h e  d a y s  a n d  w e e k s  a h e a d .  T h r o u g h
J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  o u r  L o r d .  A m e n .



This Week At CUMC

O C T O B E R   2 2      M A L L O R Y  J A C K S O N
O C T O B E R   2 3      N A D I A  B A U E R
O C T O B E R   2 3      S H A R O N  VA N W I E

O C T O B E R  1 8              W O R S H I P ,  1 0 : 0 0  A . M .
O C T O B E R  1 8              P I C K L E B A L L  M E E T - U P ,  4 : 0 0  P . M .
O C T O B E R  2 0             S O M E T H I N G  N E W ,  1 1 : 0 0  A . M .
O C T O B E R  2 1              J U B I L A T E  B E L L S ,  6 : 3 0  P . M .
O C T O B E R  2 1              C H O I R  R E H E A R S A L ,  7 : 3 0  P . M .
O C T O B E R  2 4             C H A R G E  C O N F E R E N C E ,  1 0 : 0 0  A . M .  ( G R A C E  U M C )

F I N D  O U T  M O R E

Our Church Family Celebrations:
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Usher: Holly Carey Visual Arts Creator: Rhonda Pattberg

Ambassadoor: Jim Jackson Visual Arts Engineer: Mark Gilleylen

Fellowship: Claire Strand, Renee Poet Livestream Tech: Natalie Missakian

Promise Kids: Kris Grant, Brian Sullivan Prayer Cards: Jean Roeder

Nursery (0-5): Farai Grant Member Outreach: Marge Jordan 

Counters: Carol Hotz, Joe Driscoll

Volunteers for Worship 10/18:

S O M E T H I N G  N E W :

C U M C  C H U R C H  C O N F E R E N C E :  
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S o m e t h i n g  N e w  w i l l  b e  m e e t i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y,  O c t o b e r
2 0 ,  a t  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  i n  t h e  Fe l l o w s h i p  H a l l .  t h

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  C U M C  C h u r c h  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  a t  G r a c e
U M C  i n  S o u t h i n g t o n  ( 1 2 1  P l e a s a n t  S t . )  o n  S a t u r d a y,
O c t o b e r  24 t h  f r o m  10 : 0 0  a . m . -1 2 : 0 0  p. m .  W e  w i l l  b e
m e e t i n g  a s  a  C o o p e r a t i v e  Pa r i s h .   A l l  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .   

A P P L E  P I E  S A L E S :

P I C K L E B A L L  M E E T - U P
T h e  l a s t  P i c k l e b a l l  M e e t- u p  o f  2 0 2 6  w i l l  b e  t h i s  S u n d a y
O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  a t  4 : 0 0  p. m .  a t  C h e s h i r e  Pa r k .  t h

A p p l e  p i e  s a l e s  w i l l  b e g i n  t h i s  S u n d a y !  O r d e r s  m u s t  b e  i n  b y
N o v.  1  O r d e r s  w i l l  b e  r e a d y  f o r  p i c k  u p  o n  N o v.  1 5  w i t h  p i e
m a k i n g  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  N o v.  1 4 .  Yo u  w o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  m i s s  o u t
o n  C U M C ’s  g o o d ,  o l d  h o m e m a d e  a p p l e  p i e  ( I f  y o u  k n o w,  y o u
s a n g  i t  j u s t  l i k e  i n  L a z a r u s ) !  F i n d  t h e  o r d e r  f o r m  h e r e .  

s t . t h

t h

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/40/4066e61f-2729-4b6a-b764-8c49c050ae43/documents/Apple_Pie_Order_form_Fall_2026_2.pdf


M U S I C  M E S S A G E :  
T h i s  S u n d a y,  w e  w i l l  c o m b i n e  “ I ’m  P r e s s i n g  o n  t h e  U p w a r d  Wa y ”
w i t h  “A m a z i n g  G r a c e .”  W r i t t e n  b y  J o h n s o n  O a t m a n  J r. ,  “ I ’m
P r e s s i n g  o n  t h e  U p w a r d  Wa y ”  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  b e l i e v e r ’s  d e s i r e  t o
k e e p  g r o w i n g  i n  f a i t h  a n d  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  a  m o r e  C h r i s t l i k e  l i f e .
J o h n  N e w t o n ,  a u t h o r  o f  “A m a z i n g  G r a c e,”  w a s  o n c e  a  s a i l o r  a n d
s l a v e - s h i p  c a p t a i n .  A f t e r  s u r v i v i n g  a  v i o l e n t  s t o r m  a t  s e a ,  h e
b e g a n  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  o f  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  H e  l a t e r
b e c a m e  a  p a s t o r  a n d  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e  h e  h a d  o n c e
s u p p o r t e d .

To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  h y m n s  r e f l e c t  o u r  t h e m e,  “ L i v e  L i k e  J e s u s .”  W e
p r e s s  t o w a r d  h i g h e r  g r o u n d — n o t  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t
t h r o u g h  t h e  a m a z i n g  g r a c e  t h a t  f o r g i v e s  o u r  p a s t ,  t r a n s f o r m s  o u r
h e a r t s ,  a n d  l e a d s  u s  h o m e.

🟧  P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i l l  o u t  a n  o r a n g e  h y m n - r e q u e s t  f o r m  a n d
s h a r e  a  h y m n  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  s i n g .  W e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o n g s  t h a t  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  m e a n i n g f u l  t o
y o u .
🎶🔔T h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  r o o m  f o r  m o r e  m u s i c i a n s !  I f  y o u  e n j o y  m u s i c
a n d  f e l l o w s h i p,  p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  t h e  J u b i l a t e  B e l l  C h o i r  o r
t h e  C h a n c e l  C h o i r .  W h e t h e r  y o u  h a v e  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  m u s i c a l
e x p e r i e n c e  o r  a r e  s i m p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  n e w,  y o u
a r e  w a r m l y  i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  u s .

C O O P E R A T I V E  P A R I S H  B O A T  C R U I S E ! :
T h e  M i d s a t e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Pa r i s h  w i l l  b e  h o s t i n g  a
B o a t  C r u i s e  o n  t h e  C T  R i v e r  f o r  a l l  c h u r c h e s  i n  o u r
c o o p e r a t i v e  p a r i s h !  

D a t e :  S a t u r d a y,  N o v e m b e r  7,  2 0 2 6
T i m e :  1 1 : 3 0 -2 : 3 0   ( b o a r d i n g  b e g i n s  a t  1 1 : 1 5 a . m .
W h e r e :  L a d y  K a t e  D o c k  L o c a t i o n
            E a g l e  L a n d i n g  S t a t e  Pa r k  
            1 4  L i t t l e  M e a d o w  R d .  
            H a d d a m ,  C T  0 6 4 3 8
C o s t :  $ 4 2  p e r  p e r s o n ,  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  m e n u :
Pa s s e d  A p p e t i z e r s ,  B u f f e t  L u n c h ,  B e v e r a g e s ,  a n d
D e s s e r t  ( Yo u  c a n  s e e  t h e  f u l l  m e n u  n e a r  t h e  s i g n
u p  s h e e t  i n  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  h a l l . )

P l e a s e  s i g n  u p  i n  t h e  Fe l l o w s h i p  H a l l  a n d  m a k e  p a y m e n t
b y  10 / 2 5  t o  r e s e r v e  y o u r  s p o t !  Fo r  f u r t h e r  i n f o,  p l e a s e
s p e a k  w i t h  D e e  Po p l i z i o .
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T h i s  S u n d a y,  P r o m i s e  K i d s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  o u r  “ L i v e  L i k e
J e s u s ”  s e r i e s  b y  l e a r n i n g  h o w  J e s u s  s h o w e d  h u m i l i t y  a n d
p u t  o t h e r s  f i r s t .  T h r o u g h  H i s  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l
d i s c o v e r  s i m p l e  w a y s  t o  c a r e  f o r,  s e r v e,  a n d  h o n o r
o t h e r s  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s .

W e  i n v i t e  y o u r  f a m i l y  t o  j o i n  u s  f o r  t h i s  m e a n i n g f u l
l e s s o n .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u !

P R O M I S E  K I D S  U P D A T E :

O N LY  T W O  M O R E  S U N D AY S  T O  C O L L E C T  YA M S ! ! ! :
C U M C  i s  j o i n i n g  i n  a  t o w n - w i d e  e f f o r t  t o  s u p p o r t  16 0
C h e s h i r e  f a m i l i e s ,  w i t h  a  c o l l e c t i v e  3 5 9  p e o p l e ,  e n j o y
T h a n k s g i v i n g  d i n n e r.

W e  a r e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  C A N N E D  YA M S .  O u r  g o a l  i s  2 0 0  c a n s ! !
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  m i s s i o n  o p p o r t u n i t y,
p l e a s e  b r i n g  i n  y o u r  d o n a t i o n  o f  2 9  o z  c a n s  o f  y a m s  b y  S u n ,
O c t o b e r  2 5 t h .

T h e r e  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  b i n  i n  t h e  n a r t h e x .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  g i v e  a  m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n ,  p l e a s e
b r i n g  t o  c h u r c h  b y  O c t o b e r  1 8 t h  &  g i v e  i t  t o  J e n n i f e r  R o e d e r
o r  w r i t e  c h e c k s  o u t  t o  C U M C  w i t h  a  n o t a t i o n  t h a t  i t ' s  f o r
" Ya m s "  a n d  p l a c e  i n  c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e .
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S T E W A R S H I P  C A M P A I G N :  

O u r  2 0 2 7  S t e w a r d s h i p  C a m p a i g n  b e g i n s  t h i s  m o n t h .  W h a t  t o
e x p e c t :  A  l a u n c h  l e t t e r  f r o m  Pa s t o r  S t e v e  h a s  b e e n  m a i l e d
o u t .  T h i s  w e e k ,  y o u ’ l l  r e c e i v e  a  m a i l i n g  f r o m  o u r  F i n a n c e
C h a i r.  F r o m  t h e  l a u n c h  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  y o u r  p l e d g e  p a c k e t ,
y o u ’ l l  h a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  m o n t h  t o  p r a y e r f u l l y  c o n s i d e r
y o u r  2 0 2 7  c o m m i t m e n t s  o f  T i m e,  Ta l e n t ,  a n d  Tr e a s u r e .  A l l
p l e d g e s  a n d  t a l e n t  s u r v e y s  a r e  d u e  b y  N o v e m b e r  1 5 .

Q u e s t i o n s  m a y  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  M a r k  G i l l e y l e n ,  C U M C  F i n a n c i a l
C h a i r  a t  0 6 4 8 9 n u t m e g @ g m a i l .c o m .

mailto:06489nutmeg@gmail.com


T I M E  A N D  T A L E N T  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S :
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L o o k i n g  a h e a d  t o  2 0 2 7 ,  w e  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  s h a r e  w h e r e
y o u  f e e l  c a l l e d  t o  s e r v e  a t  C U M C .  W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  a
c o m m i t t e e ,  a  n e w  r o l e ,  o r  a  t a l e n t  y o u  h a v e n ’ t
s h a r e d  b e f o r e ,  w e ’ d  l o v e  t o  k n o w  h o w  y o u  h o p e  t o
c o n t r i b u t e .  P l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  t h e  T i m e  &  T a l e n t  f o r m
h e r e  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  P a s t o r  S t e v e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e
m a n y  w a y s  y o u  s u p p o r t  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h .

Tr u n k  o r  Tr e a t  i s  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  C U M C ,  M a r k  y o u r
c a l e n d a r s !  I t  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  S u n d a y,  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,
f r o m  3 - 4 : 3 0  p. m .  h e r e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  p a r k i n g  l o t .
P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  s i g n  - u p  s h e e t  h e r e .   W e  n e e d  c a r s  s e t
u p  A N D  t r e a t s  t o  h a n d  o u t !  I f  y o u  a r e  u n a b l e  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p e r s o n ,  b u t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e
t r e a t s  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  p a s s  o u t ,  w e  w o u l d  g r e a t l y
a p p r e c i a t e  i t !  B r i n g  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  t r i c k- o r - t r e a t e r s  f o r
a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  f u n !  

t h

S AV E  T H E  D A T E !  

D u e  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  o u r  c l o t h e s l i n e  f u n d r a i s e r,  w e
w i l l  b e  k e e p i n g  t h e  d o n a t i o n  p e r i o d  O P E N !  W e  h a v e
a l r e a d y  r a i s e d  $ 9, 4 1 4 !  W h a t  a  b l e s s i n g  f o r  o u r
c h u r c h .  N o w,  l e t s  k e e p  i t  g o i n g .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r
c o n t i n u o u s  s u p p o r t  f o r  C U M C  a n d  i t ’s  m i n i s t r i e s .  

C L O T H E S L I N E  F U N D R A I S E R :

T R U S T E E S ’  W O R K  D AY :
I t  i s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  Tr u s t e e s ’  A n n u a l  Fa l l  W o r k  D a y !  I t
w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a y,  O c t o b e r  3 1  a t  8 : 0 0  a . m .
u n t i l  c o m p l e t i o n .   T h e  Tr u s t e e s  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  i n s i d e
a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  o u r  b u i l d i n g  t o  d o  a  c l e a n -
u p /r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  w i n t e r.  A  l i s t  o f  i t e m s
t h e y ’r e  h o p i n g  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e .  A s
w e  a r e  a  f a m i l y,  a l l  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  l e n d  a  h a n d .  M a n y
h a n d s  m a k e  l i g h t  w o r k !  

s t

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/40/4066e61f-2729-4b6a-b764-8c49c050ae43/documents/_27_Time_and_Talent_Revised.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/40/4066e61f-2729-4b6a-b764-8c49c050ae43/documents/Trunk_or_Treat_Sign-Up_Sheet.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/40/4066e61f-2729-4b6a-b764-8c49c050ae43/documents/CUMC_fall_2026_work_day.pdf


S i g n - u p  f o r  a  S c r i p t u r e  R e a d i n g  V i d e o  S e s s i o n  w i t h  C o l e
J a c k s o n  f o r  C U M C ' s  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y !

A r e  t h e r e  a n y  b i b l e  v e r s e s  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t  t o  y o u  a s
p a r t i c u l a r l y  m e a n i n g f u l  o r  m e m o r a b l e?  D o  y o u  h a v e  a
f a v o r i t e?  I s  t h e r e  a  m o m e n t  i n  y o u r  l i f e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  s c r i p t u r e?
Wa s  t h e r e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s e  t h a t  c h a n g e d  y o u r  l i f e?  L e t ' s
s h a r e  i t  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h e l p  b u i l d  a  c r i t i c a l  p a r t  o f
C U M C ' s  M e d i a  M i n i s t r y !

E a c h  f i l m i n g  s e s s i o n  t a k e s  o n l y  10  t o  2 0  m i n u t e s  o f  y o u r  t i m e.
N o  e x p e r i e n c e  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  t h e  s c r i p t u r e  n e e d  n o t  b e
m e m o r i z e d .  B r i n g  y o u r s e l f,  y o u r  s c r i p t u r e ,  w h y  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  y o u ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  b r i n g  y o u r  f a i t h !  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  n e w e s t
r e c o r d i n g  d a t e  b e l o w !  

T i m e  s l o t s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e :
 S a t u r d a y,  N o v e m b e r  1 4  1 2 : 0 0 -1 : 2 0  p. m .t h

 S i g n - u p  &  a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s :
h t t p s : // t a c t i c a l f o c u s m e d i a . p i x i e s e t .c o m / b o o k i n g /s c r i p t u r e -
r e a d i n g- v i d e o - s e s s i o n
 

M E D I A  M I N I S T R Y  O P P O R T U N I T Y  N E W  D A T E ! ! :  

P l e a s e  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  F r i d a y s  a r e  t h e  Pa s t o r ’s
S a b b a t h .  U n l e s s  i t ’s  a  p a s t o r a l  e m e r g e n c y,  p l e a s e  c a l l  t h e
o f f i c e  a t  2 03 -2 7 2 - 4 6 2 6  o r  e m a i l  o f f i c e @ c h e s h i r e u m c .c o m
a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  A S A P.  T h a n k  y o u !  

C h e s h i r e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h
o f f i c e @ c h e s h i r e u m c .c o m

Pa s t o r  S t e v e  K i m  2 03 -2 3 1- 9 03 7
2 0 5  A c a d e m y  R d .  C h e s h i r e ,  C T  0 6 4 10

2 03 -2 7 2 - 4 3 2 3 7

O u r  c h u r c h  w e b s i t e  h a s  a  b r a n d ‑n e w  l o o k !  V i s i t
c h e s h i r e u m c .c o m  t o  s e e  t h e  r e d e s i g n  a n d  u p d a t e d
f e a t u r e s .  M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  R h o n d a  f o r  h e r  t i m e,  c a r e ,  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y  i n  b r i n g i n g  o u r  o n l i n e  p r e s e n c e  u p  t o  d a t e .

N E W  W E B S I T E ! :

https://tacticalfocusmedia.pixieset.com/booking/scripture-reading-video-session
https://tacticalfocusmedia.pixieset.com/booking/scripture-reading-video-session
https://cheshireumc.com/

	Faith in the Midst of Unanswered Questions
	Dear Beloved Community,
	Nobel Prize–winning poet Anne Carson offers an unsettling portrait of the prophet in her poem “Book of Isaiah, Part I.” Her Isaiah experiences anger, pain, and the struggle to hear God. His relationship with God is full of tension and longing. This portrayal invites us to consider a question of our own: Does believing require us to know all the answers?
	There are moments when we wish faith could explain everything—why tragedy happens, why someone we love suffers, or why our prayers seem to meet silence. Yet faith can live alongside unanswered questions. We can bring our confusion, anger, and sorrow into our relationship with God. Sometimes the most honest prayer we can offer is, “Lord, I do not understand. Please stay near.”
	In Isaiah, we hear this promise: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.” (Isaiah 43:2, NRSVUE) These words give us something to hold as we face what we cannot explain: the promise of God’s presence.
	This week, I ask our church family to surround a family enduring heartbreaking loss following a tragic car accident. A father is grieving the death of his daughter while his wife remains in a coma. Out of respect for the family’s privacy, we will keep their names confidential. Please hold them faithfully in your prayers.
	Pray for this father as he carries grief for his daughter and fear for his wife. Pray for his wife’s healing and recovery, and for wisdom and steadiness for those caring for her. Pray for their loved ones and for people who can offer patient companionship and practical help in the days ahead.
	As a church, we can help carry sorrow that is too heavy for one person to bear alone. We can keep praying when words are difficult to find. We can make room for tears and questions, trusting that God receives them with love.
	Let us pray:
	Loving Father, draw near to this family. Hold this grieving father tenderly as he mourns his daughter and waits beside his wife. Bring healing to his wife, guide her medical team, and surround their loved ones with compassionate care. Receive their sorrow, their questions, and every prayer that has no words. Teach us to love them faithfully and to remember them in the days and weeks ahead. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
	This Week At CUMC
	OCTOBER 18             WORSHIP, 10:00 A.M.
	OCTOBER 18             PICKLEBALL MEET-UP, 4:00 P.M.
	OCTOBER 20            SOMETHING NEW, 11:00 A.M.
	OCTOBER 21             JUBILATE BELLS, 6:30 P.M.
	OCTOBER 21             CHOIR REHEARSAL, 7:30 P.M.
	OCTOBER 24            CHARGE CONFERENCE, 10:00 A.M. (GRACE UMC)

	Our Church Family Celebrations:
	OCTOBER  22     MALLORY JACKSON
	OCTOBER  23     NADIA BAUER
	OCTOBER  23     SHARON VANWIE


